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On Which Day Of The Week Were You Born?
Most people know the month and date of their birth. Here’s a math trick for
finding out the day of the week that your birthday fell on the year you were born.
Do this for everyone you live with.

Procedure

Materials
• paper and pencil

(Important: This will not work
with a calculator!)

• Write down the last two digits of the year you were born. Call this number “a.”
• Divide “a” by 4 and drop the remainder if there is any. This answer is “b.”
• Find the number of the month you were born in, using the
“Table of months” to your right. Call this number “c.”
• What day of the month were you born? Call this number “d.”
Table of months:
January.......... 1 (0 in a leap year)
• Add up a+b+c+d.
February........ 4 (3 in a leap year)
• Divide the sum above by 7.
March….…… 4 			
April……..….. 0
Using the remainder, find that number
May...……..… 2
in the “Table of days” to your right.
June..……..… 5
That is the day of the week you
July...…….…. 0
were born.
August…….... 3
September..... 6
• This trick will only work for dates in
October……... 1
the 20th century. Can you make a
November….. 4
formula for figuring out the days
December….. 6
of the week for the 21st century?
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Table of days:
Sunday............. 1
Monday............
Tuesday...........
Wednesday......
Thursday..........
Friday..............
Saturday..........

2
3
4
5
6
0

Fair And Square
Spatial abilities are important in the study of mathematics. When you are using your spatial intelligence, you
are thinking about the placement of objects in relation to other objects, often without being physically able to
manipulate them. In this activity, you must first think about where to cut and place the pieces before you make
the cut.

Procedure
•
•
•
•

Either trace or photocopy the shapes. Carefully cut out shape #1.
Make one cut somewhere on the shape and then put the two pieces together to make a square.
Try the same thing with shapes #2 and #3.
Make up your own shapes and share them with the people you live with.

Materials
• scrap paper
• scissors

Resources
Discovering Careers for Your Future: Math, 2000
Painless Fractions, by Alyece Cummings and Laurie Hamilton, 1998
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